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			The Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency (KRESA) offers area families with special needs students such as Woods Edge Learning Center which specializes in cognitively impaired students, including those with autism or Down Syndrome. Far lesser known are resources for students who test the limits of traditional schools due to violent or “unruly” behavior. The Youth Advancement Academy (YAA), a program offered by KRESA, steps up to give these students a path to a hopeful future. 

Tucked into the Oakland neighborhood, the Youth Advancement Academy provides at-risk students an alternate route to a high school diploma. This unique charter school serves middle school and high school students who have been expelled from public school or are assigned to YAA by court order. According to the YAA page on the KRESA website, “The Academy works with the court system, parents and legal guardians, local law enforcement agencies and area social service agencies to focus on the needs of this unique group of students who are traditionally underserved and overlooked.” 

One of YAA’s greatest challenges is that not enough people, including teachers and other educators, know that KRESA offers this program to students and families. In this introductory video, Stacey Smith, Director at Youth Advancement Academy, talks about the program, the school, and their approach to making sure even the most at-risk students are given a chance to succeed in life.









